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OBSERVA  riONS 

U  P  O  N    T  H  E 

State  of  the  Nation. 


IT  is  a  very  difficult  Thing  exadly  to  de- 
termine in  what  Cafes,  and  how  far  a 
good  Subject  may  exprefs  his  Diflike  of 
what  is  either  done,  or  connived  at  by 
his  Governors.  Thofe  whom  by  the  Laws  of 
God  we  are  commanded  not  only  not  to  refifl, 
but  to  aid  and  affift  with  our  Hands ,  our  Pur- 
fes  ,  and  our  Prayers ,  we  are  certainly  requi- 
red  our  felves  to  reverence  ,  and  to  exhort  and 
encourage  others  to  do  fo  too.  Now  that 
Reverence  is  undoubtedly  weakned ,  whenever 
we  blame  any  of  their  Adions  or  Defigns,  as 
hurtful  to  the  Publick  Good.  The  higher  the 
Accufations  are,  the  greater  is  the  Offence. 
But  tho'  this  is  a  good  Reafon  for  Men  to  be 
modeft  in  their  Suggeflions,  yet  it  is  not  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  Reafon  for  them  to  be  entirely  filcnt. 
Nay,  it  is  more  dutiful  for  Men  to  exprefs  the 
Ax  Caufej 


Caufes  of  their  Complaint,  than  wholly  to 
llifle  them,  and  only  to  ihew  Signs  of  DifTa- 
tisfadion  without  difcovering  the  true  Grounds 
of  their  being  diflatisfied ;  fince  they  do 
thereby  give  an  Opportunity  to  thofe,  whom 
it  does  moft  nearly  concern ,  to  clear  them- 
felves  •  and  thereby  to  flrengthen  that  Govern- 
ment, which  every  good  Man  defires  to  fee  in 
a  profperous  and  flourifhing  Condition. 

I  (ball  not  therefore  be  afraid  to  declare  my 
Apprehenjions  of   the  State  of  Affairs  in  this 
publick  Manner;  efpecially  fince  they  are  not 
mine  alone,    but  the  Apprehenfions  of  very 
many  honed  Men,  who  are  zealous  Friends  of 
the  Conilituticn  both  in  Church  and  State  as 
by  Law  EftabliOi'd,  and  entirely  affedionate 
to   Her   Majedy's    Perfcn   and   Government  ,• 
which  they  heartily  pray  to  God  to  have  long, 
very  long  continued,  as  a  Blefling  to  thefe  Na- 
tions.    Thofe  that   affed:  now    to  be  called 
High-Qhurch-Pden ,  have  no  Pretence  to  com- 
plain :  who  in  Memorials  from  the  Prefs,  and 
in  Sermons   from   the   Pulpit,   (  and  many  of 
them   too  printed  afterwards  )  did  in  a  Man- 
ntx^    Vvhich  no  True  Church  of   England  Man 
dares  imitate  ,  treat  the  late  Miniftry  in  the 
vileft  and  mod  contemptuous  Manner  pofTible, 
^nd  threaten   them  in  Terms  little  Ihort  of 
downright  Rebellion. 

I  fnall  not  therefore ,  I  hope,  be  accufed  of 
IJpdutifpinefs  tp  H^r  Majedy  ^  or  of  Want  of 
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Refpedt  to  .Her  Minifters,    when  I  own  my 
Apprehenfions  that  the  Peace^  which  is  now  in 
a  manner  concluded  w  itfi  France^  may  not  pro- 
duce thofe  lading  good  Effeds,  which  all  Ho- 
ned Men  5  who  wifli  well  to  the  Troteflant  Re- 
ligion^   and    to   Britijh   Lilerty\    defire    they 
Ihould.     I  do  not  pretend  to  be  wifer  than  my 
Keprefentatives^  or  my  Governors ;  and  by  the 
Britijh   Conjiitution   every   Man  is  bound    by 
what  they  do.    But  fince   our  Evils,  (  if  they 
are  fuch  }  may  not  yet  be  pad  Retrieve,  and 
fince  I  know  ray  felf  to  be  truly  Amicus  Curiae 
(  and  djch  are  fometimes  allowed  to  fpeak  in 
our  Courts  of  Jujlice^  tho'  they  w^ere  not  at  firfl: 
retained )     I   ftiall    venture   to    propofe    my 
Thoughts  upon  the  prefent  Occurrences  at  this 
Juncture,  when  the  Parliament  is  ready  to  meet, 
to   offer  up  their  united  Gratulations  for  the 
Peace,  which  (as  far  at  lead  as  it  relates  to  us} 
is  in  a  manner  concluded. 

The  great  Reafon  which  is  GIVEN  for  ma- 
!.ing  Peace  upon  thefe  Terms,  is,  That  other- 
wife  the  Balance  of  Tower  could  not  be  prefer- 
ved  in  Europe^  fince  the  whole  Aujlrian  Do- 
minions and  Pretenficns  are  now  fettled  in  one 
Man,  the  prefent  Emperor;  fo  that  it  would 
be  of  worfe  Confequence  to  the  Peace  of 
Chrijlendom^  to  let  him  enjoy  the  whole,  than 
to  let  King  fhilip  keep  Poffeflion  of  the  Throne 
pf  Spain.  / 

Before 
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Before  this  Propofition  be  confider'd,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Views  which  we  are  taught  to 
have  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe  at  this  Time  ,    I 
would  defire  Gentlemen ,  who  talk  fo  w^armly 
upon  this  Subjed:,  to  look  back  to  the  State  of 
Qhrtflendom    in    the    Time    of   Henry   VIIL 
which  may  be  learnt  from  any  of  the  Hiftories 
of  that  Time.     The  Emperor  Charles  V.  was 
then  pofTefsd  of  the  Low-Countries  entire ,  of 
the  Dutchy  and  County  of  Burgundy^  of  Spain 
and  the  Weft-Indies^  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^ 
was  Matter  of  almofl:  all  the  Maritime  Force 
of  Europe^  and  was  Emperor  at  the  fame  time. 
His  Brother  Ferdinand^    who  was  King  of  the 
Romans^  had  indeed  the  Hereditary  Countries 
in  Germany^  but  he  was  little  more  than  Charles  s 
Vice-Roy^    as  long  as   he  continued  Emperor. 
The  Houfe  of  Burgundy  with  nothing  but  the 
Netherlands  ,  C  ^^^  t\\^v[i  not  entire  )  and  the 
Burgundy's^  were  very  uneafy  and  formidable 
Neighbours  to  the  Predeceffors  of  Francis  L 
for  leveral  Generations  ;  and  Lewis  XL  King  of 
France^  found  Charles  the  Hardy  ("Great  Grand- 
father to  Charles  Y.^  a  powerful  Adverfary. 
Charles  V.  wanted  neither  Ambition  nor  Spi- 
rit :  He  was  an  underftanding  and  a  diligent 
Prince  ;  always  at  the  Head  of  his  own  Affairs, 
and  ready  as  well  as  able,   w^hen  Occafion  of- 
fered, to  head  his  own  Armies  :   He  was  very 
well  ferved,  and  had  as  great  Generals,  and  as 
glorioys  Troops,  as  that  Age  produced  ;  and 

it 
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it  cannot  be  deny'd  but  the  Houfe  of  AufirU 
under  him  was  at  the  Top  of  its  Greatnefs ; 
very  much  greater  than   it   has   been  fince. 
And  yet  notwithftanding  all  this,  and  notwith- 
(landing  the  great  Footing  which  Charles  V.  as 
Duke  of  Burgundy^  had  in  France  it  felf,  Francis  I. 
who  had  little  elfe  but  the  remaining  Part  of 
France^  made  Head  againft  that  Mighty  Em- 
peror ;   and  tho'  he  was  once  taken  Prifoner, 
and  forced  to  redeem  himfelf  upon  very  hard 
Terms,   yet  he  and  his  Son  Henry  II.  held 
Charles  V.  for  above  30  Years  together  at  Bay, 
and  defended  their  Territories  againft  all  that 
Charles  was  able  to  do  againft  them  ;    and  the 
Refult  of  all  thofe  long  and  bloody  Wars ,  till 
the  Vi^ory  of  St.  Quintin  ,  which  was  gotten 
foon  after  his  Ahdication  by  his  Son  Thiltp  IL 
King  of  Spatn^  was,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auflria 
got  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  upon  the  Failure  of 
the  Houfe  of  Sforza^   and  kept  it  againft  the 
Claims  of  the  Houfe  o^  France. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  England  could  do,  and 
did  at  that  Time.  Henry  VIIL  King  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  only  ,  and  Ireland  no  Addition 
to  his  Strength,  without  the  Advantage  of 
Foreign  Trade,  turned  the  Balance  which  way 
he  would,  tho'  he  had  no  Fleets  to  match  the 
Emperor's.  This  Cafe,  which  is  not  com- 
monly confidered  ,  will  give  us  a  clear  Soluti- 
on of  that  Celebrated  Queftiop  concerning 
the  Balance  of  Power  at  this  Time,     England 
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and  Holland  have  powerful   Fleets.-    Germany 
can  have  none  :  Spain  has  none,  nor  in  Truth 
can  have  any ,  that  need  give  us  any  Jealoufy  / 
France  has  befides  what   Francis  I.  pofTefs'd  , 
both  the  Burgundies^  Alface^  and  great  Part  of 
the  Spanijh  Netherlands^  and  is  in  EfTed  Mafter 
of  Lorrain.  All  thefe  Countries  either  leaned  to, 
or  were  in  the  PoifTedion  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufirta 
at  that  time.    At  Sea»  France  is  an  Over-match 
for  any  one  of  the  Maritime  Powers ,  in  truth 
an  equal  Match  for  both.     What  it  has  done  at 
Land  againft  the  united  Strength  of  almoft  all 
the  reft  of  Qhriftendom^  has  been  fufficiently 
feen  fince  the  Year  i688-    The  Cafe  in  fliort 
is  this.     When  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  at 
rhe  higheft,  when  the  Wealth  of  the  Wefl-In- 
dies  was  entirely  in  its  Hands ,  when  its  Reve- 
nues were  clear,   when  the  whole  Trade  of 
Europe   was"  managed   by  its  Subjects,  or  its 
Vallals,  (excepting  v/hat  was  in  the  Hands  of 
the   Portugueze  and  the  Venetians)  and  when 
great  and  fruitful  Provinces  even  of  France  it  "^ 
felf  were  obedient  to  its  Princes,   yet  then 
France  was  fo  much  a  Match  for  it,  that  the 
Kings  of  England  QOM\d  ^  whenever  they  came 
in  heartily,   turn  the  Balance ;    and  yet  the 
Crown  of  England  \V2lS  very  much  weaker  than 
it  is  now.     We  had  no  Fleets,    no  Foreign 
Trade ,    nor  could  we   abfolutely  rely  upon 
Scotland  tp-  help  us.     What  therefore  cannot 
France  do,  when  it  has  open  ahd  avowed  Settle- 
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tuents  in  the  Spanijh  Weji' Indies,  when  King 
Philip  cannot  bring  home  his  own  Plate  un- 
lefs  other  Nations  will  give  him  Leave,  and 
when  the  Firft:  Prince  of  the  Blood  .of  France 
is  upon  the  Spanijh  Throne.  It  is*  a  Jeft  to 
fay  that  Charles  VI.  if  he' had  all  he  asks  for, 
would  be  fo  great  as  ever  Charles  V.  was,  that 
Lewis  XIV.  is  not  much  more  powerful  than 
any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  and  that  Queen  Anfie 
is  not  capable  of  turning  the  Balance  of  En- 
rope  as  eiTedtually  as  ever  FlenryYlll.  did. 

But  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain 
will  not  be  under  the  fame  Head  ;  and 
the  two  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
hon  in  Time  may  quarrel  It  is  indeed  poffi- 
ble  that  they  may  quarrel,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  likely.  The  Two  Branches  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria  were  divided  after  the  Ahdi- 
cation  of  Charles  V.  to  the  Death  of  Charles  IL 
of  Spain^  who  wiis  the  lajl  Prince  of  the  Male 
Line  of  his  ow^n  Branch,  That  Divi/lcn  lailed 
above  140  Years.  During  that  Period,  the 
Spanifh  Branch  carried  on  a  VVar  for  above  50 
Years  in  the  Netherlands  again  ft  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  Provinces  who  had  withdrawri 
themfeives  from  their  Obedience  ,•  and  for 
near  30  Years  again  11  France  before  the  Peace 
of  the  Pyrenees ,  and  afterwards  from  the 
Year  1667,  when  the  French  King  invaded  the 
Spanipd  Netherlands  upon  the  Dcarh  of  Philip 
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IV,  with  very  fliort  Intervals  till  the  Year 
1700,  when   Charles   II.    died.     The   German 
Branch  carried  on   a   long  artd   terrible  War  in 
Germany  from  the  Time   that  Frederic  Ele^or 
Talatine  accepted  of  the  Crown  of  Bohemia   till 
the  Peace  of  Munfler^  which  was  near  Thirty 
Years.     In   all  that  Time,  the  Two  Branches 
never  took  up  Arms  the  one  againll:  the  other, 
but  always  mutually  affifted  each  other  as  they 
wanted  any  AOiftance,  to  the  utmoil  of  their 
Strength.     Was  it  not  the  Spani[h  Afiiftance 
wlvidi  vvas  conftantly,  and  affedionately,  and 
powerfully  lent  to  the  Emperors  Ferdinand  IL 
and  Ferdinand  III.  during  thofe  German  Wars, 
which  hinderM   K.  James  L  and  K.  Charles  I. 
rom  procuring  the  Reltitution  of  the  Palati- 
nate   to    that  unfortunate  Ktn^  of  Bohemia  and 
bis  Children  ?  Upon  Tkilip  IVth's  Death,   did 
the  Emperor  Leopold  (land  by  when  the  King 
of  Spain  was  attacked  ?  Were  not  Leopold''^  and 
Charles   Interefis     always    judged    to    be    the 
fame,  and  did  not  they  perpetually  ad  in  Con- 
cert with  each  other  ? 

It  wili  be  the  fame  now,  with  the  Two 
Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourhon.  France  will 
fopport  Spain  for  its  own  lake,  and  Spain  will 
always  return  the  Kindnefs  as  long  as  there  is 
any  one  fingle  Power  in  Europe^  which  by 
claiming  under  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  Pnall  pre- 
tend to  the  Succeillon  of  the  Spanijh  Monar- 
chy.    I  do  not   ask  what  fecret  Engagements 

King 
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King  Philip  may  be  under  to  his  Grandfather, 
and  his  SucceiTors  Kings  of  France ;  tho'  it  is 
not  likely^  that  Lewis  XIV.  has  made  Co  ill  a 
Bargain  for  the  vaft  Sums  of  Money  which  he 
has  fpent  to  fettle  his  Grandfon,  for  the  Quan- 
tity of  Bloodflied  on  that  Account,  and  for  the 
wafting  and  impoverifliing  his  own  Noble 
Country,  as  not  to  fecure  fomething  equiva- 
lent to  Repayment,  or  Requital  for  Co  great 
an  Expence  and  Lofs.  But  this  I  enquire  not 
into.  I  would  rather  enquire,  whether  it  is 
not  likely,  that  the  Two  Branches  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourhon  ^  fuppofing  them  to  be  difliod:, 
fliould  not  look  upon  it  to  be  their  Intereft  to 
ftand  by  each  other.  Till  K.  Philip  is  fully 
fettled,  he  can  no  more  fubfift  without  France^ 
even  after  a  Peace,  than  a  Child  that  is  learn- 
ing to  walk  can  go  without  a  Leader.  Whatfo- 
ever  may  be  the  Intereft  of  Spain  it  will  be 
the  Intereft  of  its  King  to  adhere  to  France. 
ArragGu  and  Catalonia^  efpecially  the  Latter, 
will  be  difgufted.  What  Fadions  may  arife 
in  Cajiile  is  uncertain ;  and  it  will  always  be 
the  Intereft  of  Portugal  to  foment  Difturbaa- 
ces,  and  to  harbour,  at  leaft  not  to  dlfcounre-- 
nance,  Malecontenrs.  In  fuch  a  Caio  a  Briiifb 
Parliament  will  fcarce  be  willing  to  afiift  the 
Crown  in  abetting  K.  Philip  :  And  we  can 
hardly  think  that  Holland  will  be  forward  to 
afTift  him.  Thus  it  will  be  at  r.rA,  and  what 
eocenes  may  arife  afterwards,  we  cannot  at  this 
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diflance  with    any  probability  undertake  to 
foretell. 

This  is  all  upon  a  Suppofition  that  the  Two 
Crowns  are  upon  Two  Heads.  But  may  we 
not  reafonably  enquire  wfiat  may  probably 
happen  if  the  Dauphin  ftiould  dye  without  KTue 
Male  >  In  anflver  to  this  we  are  told,  that 
K.  Philip  has  adually  renounced  for  his  Chil- 
dren, born  or  to  be  born,  all  his  and  their 
Titles  to  the  Crcwn  of  France  for  ever.  This 
Renunciation  will  be  more  or  lefs  Valid,  as  it 
can  or  cannot  be  fuppcrted  by  Arms.  What 
has  been  done  in  that  Way  already  by  the 
Houje  of  BoMrhon  Hoce  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees 
is  publickly  known,  and  has  been  lately  (et  in 
an  excellent  Light  by  the  Author  of  the 
Siqhs  of  Europe.  Since  no  Side  therefore  does 
cir  chd  Bottom  believe  a  Bourhon  Renunciation 
to  be  of  any  force  with  the  Renouncers^  any 
krther  than  as  it  is  backed  with  a  fu/?cient 
,  ^Stre^gth  that  may  make  it  execute  it  felf,  I 
would  deHre  Gentlemen  ;o  take  along  with 
them  thefe  follovving  Confiderations.  In  the 
Firil  Place  then,  it  is  certain  that  it  is  morq 
for  the  Glory  of  Lewis  the  XIV.  to  have  hi§ 
Grandfon  Philip  Lord  of  the  Whole  in  cafe  of 
the  uauphiris  Death,  than  to  have  him  only 
K.  of  Spain.  France  will  really  then  be  Mi- 
jflrefs  of  Europe^  and  a  Prince  deicended  froni 
Lewis  tlie  Xiy.  will  be  its  Governor,  The 
t^aii^h^n  is  fb   extream  fickly  that  his  Life  is 
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not  expeded  ;  and  it  is  not  fuppofed  Ithat  he 
will  out-live  his  Minority.  The  French  King 
is  old  and  infirm  ;  fcarce  a  Month  pafles  but 
we  have  an  Account  of  his  Indifpofitions, 
which  when  they  are  fo  frequent  in  a  Man  of 
his  Years,  are  very  alarming  ;  That  feems  to 
be  the  Reafon  why  he  takes  fuch  pains  to  get 
England  to  follicit  the  Allies  to  come  in,  tho* 
why  they  fhould  fo  follicit  it^  is  not  to  be  ima- 
gin'd  ;  The  Dutch  are  promifed  their  Barrier 
very  little  worfe  than  it  was  before  ftipulated 
in   the  Year   1709,  between  Us  and  Them  ,• 

tho'my  Lord  T'- ^d  was  declared  an  Enemy 

to  his  Country  by  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  for  figning  it  at  that  Time.  A  Reci- 
procal Guarantee  is  offered  between  the  Crown 
of  Great-Britain  and  xht  States-General  for  that, 
and  for  the  Hanover -Succejjion.  This  is  to  ha- 
ften  the  Work.  Now  if  it  is  not  likely,  that 
(if  it  were  left  to  the  French  King's  OptionJ 
he  would  chufe  to  have  the  Two  Crowns  ra- 
ther Difmembred  than  United,  then  one  may 
juftly  fear,  that  fuch  Meafures  may  be  here- 
after taken,  and  which  if  taken,  cannot  be  pre- 
vented by  Us  and  Holland^  as  may  unite  them 
after  the  Dem/fe  of  the  Dauphin.  Without 
this  Renunciation  K.  Philip  could  not  keep  Spain 
at  all.  The  Miniftry,  who  want  no  Courage, 
would  fcarce  dare  to  advife  the  Queen  to  fign 
a  Peace  with  France  without  it  :  Tills  the 
Cpurts  of   Verfailks  and  Madrid  know  very 

well 
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well.  France  therefore  (let  its  Secret  Defigns 
be  what  they  will)  muft  have  a  Peace  if  polii- 
ble  whilfl:  the  Dauphin  lives.  Sign  now,  and 
leave  the  reft  to  Time.  Thus  we  may  fup- 
pofe  they  reafon.  Great-Britain  is  willing  on 
thefe  Terms  to  come  into  a  Peace  ;  and  that 
Opportunity  is  not  to  be  flipt ;  and  from  what 
the  Court  of  France  has  done  in  former  Con- 
jundures,  we  may  make  Rational  Suppouti-. 
ons  of  what  they  are  doing  now. 

But  farther  :    It  is  podible  the   French  King 
may  be  in  earned  ;  that  he  not  only  longs  for 
Peace,  but   bona  fide  intends  to  keep  it.     He 
may  perhaps  ferioufly  repent    of  his   former 
Breaches  of  Faith,  which  have  been  more  fla- 
grant, and  more  frequent,  than  can  be  matched 
in  the  Hiftory  of  any  fingle  King,  of  what 
Religion  foever,  fince   the  Creation.     But  if 
he  (hould  not  be  \x\  earneft,  and  only  propo- 
its  to  amufe  us  till  a  fitter  ConjuncSture  offers 
it  feif,  what  can  be  done  ?  Why,  we  are  told, 
that  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleance  will  make 
the  Title,  which  they  have  acquired  by  this 
Renunciation  of  K^  Philip,  good    by  their  own 
Tntereft  and  Force.     I  wifti  they  may  ;  but 
it  may  be  juftly  queftioned  whether  they  can 
make  it  good  :  No  Nation  has  ever  (hewn  \t 
felF  fo  jealous  of  the  Succeffion  of  their  Kings 
as  France  has  done.     The  French  Nation   have 
not  renounced  K.  Philip,  nor  indeed  can  they. 
They  have  a  Right  to  demand  that  he,  and  in 
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default  of' him  that  his  Children  fhould  reign 
over  them.  And  they  may  (for  ought  we 
know)  think  it  their  Intereft  to  have  it  fo. 
In  that  Cafe  France  would  become  the  Seat  of 
Empire,  and  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies  Provin- 
ces to  France.  France  in  cafe  that  ftiould  hap- 
pen would  gain  greatly,  and  that  they  w^ell 
know.  The  Induftry  and  Activity  of  the 
French  Nation^  which  for  thefe  laft  50  Years 
has  turned  it  felf  more  than  ever  it  did  former- 
ly to  Trade  and  Bufmefs,  to  Maritime  Affairs, 
and  to  making  Settlements  for  Commerce  in 
remote  Countries,  would  foon  bring  the  Trade 
of  the  World  into  their  own  Hands. 

The  truth  is,  we  flrain  at  Gnats,  and  fwal- 
iow  Camels,  when  we  bellow  at  the  DuHhj 
and  overlook  the  French  in  this  Article  of 
Trade.  France  we  are  told  is  to  have  Lijle 
re-delivered  upon  the  Peace.  Ujle  was  the 
Center  of  the  iVoo/len- Manufacture  for  Stuffs, 
which  the  French  Ereded  in  this  laft  Age, 
when  the  Allies  took  it  in  1708.  That  Manu- 
fatlare^  which  ibr  feverial  Ages  was  the  great 
Glory  of  the  EngUfh  Nation,  has  been  raifed 
by  them  in  all  its  confiderable  Branches  to  an 
amazing  Beight.  Ten  Affientos  will  not  make 
that  Lofs  good.  And  we  are  told  now,  that 
Lijle  muft  be  reftored>  becaufe  otherwife  they 
cannot  make  the  proper  Ajfortments  (as  they 
are  called)  of  Cargoes  to  fend  to  their  Plan- 
tations.    Tliefe  Jffortments  we   made  before. 
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and  God  be  praifed  can  make  again.  It  will 
(I  fear)  be  to  little  purpofe  to  tell  us,  that 
We  [ball  he  favoured  as  much  as  the  Nations  the 
moji  favoured  in  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  The 
French  will  underfell  us  at  lead  if  they  do  no- 
thing elfe  ,•  and  by  having  Settlements  of  their 
own  in  America^  they  will  carry  on  the  Trade 
more  advantagioufly  than  we  pofTibly  can. 
Trade  is  not  to  be  forced  :  If  the  Spaniards 
In  the  Wefl'lndies  can  buy  to  greater  Profit  of 
the  French  than  they  can  of  us,  they  will  do 
i^Oy  let  our  Tariffs  be  never  fo  fplendidly 
drawn. 

The  Hopes  therefore  of  that  Immenfe  Gain 
which  the  French  may  reap  from  the  Indies^ 
m  cafe  they  had  a  King  of  their  own  at  the 
Head  of  the  Spanifh  Monarchy,  will  very  pro- 
bably be  a  powerful  Motive  to  them  to  defire 
K.  Philip  to  be  their  King  if  the  Dauphin  fliould 
dye,  efpecially  fince  he  has  an  Hereditary 
Right  of  his  own  to  iapport  him.  If  Lewis 
the  XIV,  judged  it  to  be  the  Interell  of  the 
I/oufe  of  Bourbon  (may  they  reafonably  fay) 
to  obUge  his  Grandfon  lo  renounce  France^ 
what  is  that  to  Us  now  ?  Kingdoms  are  not 
like  Private  Inheritances.  If  the  right  Pleir 
has  an  indefeafille  Right  to  our  Allegiance^  we 
have  the  fame  tndefeafthle  Right  to  his  Govern- 
ment.  If  he  will  renounce  for  himfelf,  he 
cannot  however  renounce  for  his  Children^ 
Any  Ad  of  his  ought  not  in  Natural  Juflic^ 
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to  affect  them.  Nay,  fuppofing  he  could  re- 
nounce for  his  Children  yet  unborn,  he  can- 
not renounce  for  thofe  Two  Sons  of  his  that 
are  born  already.  If  it  may  be  aJledged,  that 
the  Children  yet  unborn  can  have  no  accruing 
Right  to  what  the  Father  had  no  Right  to  ac 
the  time  of  their  Birth,  yet  the  Cafe  is  diffe- 
rent with  thofe  Two  Princes  who  are  now 
ad:ually  born.  They  were  born  Princes  of 
the  Blood  of  Francey  and  are  unqueftionably 
too  young  to  do  any  A€t  of  their  own  that 
can  be  Valid,  and  it  is  efTentially  unjufl:  to 
tye  them  up  by  what  their  Father  does  in  a 
Thing  of  this  Nature  where  their  Birthright 
is  concerned,  and  a  Birthright  of  fuch  vafl: 
Importance,  not  only  to  themfelves  but  to  all 
the  reft  of  Chrijiendom.  Now  it  Is  no  Chi- 
merical Suppofition  to  imagine  that  the  French 
Nation  will  reafon  after  this  manner,  when 
once  a  feafonable  Conjundure  fiiall  offer  it 
felf,  it  is  not  impofTible  likewife  that  they 
may  think  this  to  be  the  only  way  to  prevent 
a  Civil  War.  To  their  Coft  they  know  what 
Civil  Wars  upon  the  Account  of  a  Title  to 
the  Crown  mean.  No  Nation  ever  carry 'd 
on  a  more  fevere,  or  a  longer  War  without 
Intermiflion  than  they  did  after  Hertry  the 
Illd's  Death,  to  fettle  Henry  the  IVth.  who 
was  next  Heir,  upon  the  Crown,  And  this 
they  did,  tho'  he  was  a  Proteftant,  and  con- 
tinued fo  for  feveral  Years  after :  and  when 
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the  League  try'd  to  kt  up  the  Cardial  of 
Bourhon  his  Uncle,  thinking  thereby  to  pacify 
the  People,  it  proved  to  no  purpofe,  for  the 
Nation  chofe  rather  to  bear  with  the  Miferies 
of  a  Civil  War^  than  to  alter  the  Succeflion  : 
And  this  they  did  againft  the  United  Force  of 
Rome  and  Spain. 

Should  they  therefore  upon  fuch  an  Occa- 
fion  appears  zealous  for  K.  Philips  he  would 
have  as  fair  a  Pretence  to  accept  of  their 
Love,  as  he  now  declares  to  have  to  (land  by 
his  faithful  Spaniards  j  and  whatfoever  he  fhai! 
do  in  fjch  a  Cafe,  will  appear  to  be  their  AGc 
not  his.  It  IS  not  therefore  unlikely  the 
French  Nation  may  judge  this  to  be  the  like- 
lieft  way  to  prevent  a  Civil  War.  Titles  have 
lien  dormant  for  a  Generation  or  Two,  and 
aixerwards  have  broke  out  when  a  proper  Op- 
portunity has  offered  it  feU.  This  adually 
happened  in  the  Controverfy  between  the 
Houses  of  York  and  Lancader  for  the  Crown 
of  England ,  about  250  Years  ago.  The 
Houfe  of  York  gave  way  during  the  Reigns 
of  Henry  the  IV ch  and  Henry  the  Vth,  and 
ailerted  their  Plight  in  Henry  the  Vlth's  Time, 
when  his  weak  Adminiftration  gave  them  a 
fair  Opportunity.  And  they  averted  it  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  they  turned  out  the  Houfe  of 
Lancafier^  which  had  kept  th«i  Throne  for 
Three  Generations.  This  Example  the  French 
have  before  their  Eyes,  and  this  may  naturally 
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Jead  thetn  to  think  that  the  horrible  Mifchiefs 
of  a  Civil  War  can  no  way  be  fo  well  pre- 
vented as  by  receiving  Philip  or  his  elded  vSon 
to  be  their  King,  notwithftanding  thofe  Re- 
nunciations which  have  fo  long  amufed   Eh- 

The  Methods  indeed  which  are  generally 
believed  to  have  been  taken  to  clear  the  ground 
of  the  late  Two  Dauphins^  ( the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  his  Eldefi  Son  )  may  put  an  end  to 
this  Matter,  and  leave  to  the  Dukes  of  Berry 
and  Orleans  a  quiet  and  an  undifputed  Succef- 
fion.  Other  Methods  will  mod  probably  be 
fuccefslefs.  It  is  a  Jed  to  fay  therefore,  that 
K.  Philip  can  renounce  for  any  Body  but  him- 
felf,  or  that  the  French  will  accept  his  Renun- 
ciation any  farther  than  as  they  themfelves 
like  it.  They  will  perhaps  appear  fond  of  it 
at  prefenr,  becaufe  it  brings  Peace  along  with 
it,  and  a  Breathing-Time  from  thofe  Miferies 
under  which  they  have  fo  long  groaned  ;  and 
finking  Nations,  as  well  as  drowning  Men> 
w^ill  lay  hold  of  every  Bough  that  will  give 
them  prefent  Eafe.  All  thefe  Things  put  to- 
gether may  probably  appear  of  Weight. 

What  is  here  fjggeded  concerning  the  fu- 
ture Profped  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  is  not 
faid  with  a  Defign  to  accufe  the  Miniftry  for 
what  they  have  done  .-  They  certainly  know 
the  State  of  the  Nation  and  the  Condition  of 
our  AlHes  better  than  private  Men  ;  And  this 
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IS  a  good  Reafoa  why  By-danders  fliould  pafs 
niodeft  Cenfures  upon  what  they  have  done. 
But  ilill  a  Britijh  Parliament  has  a  Right  to 
give  Advice  in  this  important  Conjunc9:ure,  and 
with  all  poffible  Duty  and  Loyalty  to  defire 
(if  they  think  it  neceflary)  an  Account  of  the 
Steps  which  have  been  taken  for  the  Nation s 
Good.  When  my  Lord  T—-  d  was  declared 
an  Enemy  to  his  Country  lad  Seffions  for  fign- 
iog  the  Barrier-Treat)^  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
were  not  in  the  wrong  to  make  fuch  a  Decla- 
ration, upon  a  Suppofition  that  they  believed 
him  to  be  fo:  And  I  am  confident  they  did 
then  believe  him  to  be  fuch  any  Enemy,  what- 
ever they  might  do  this  next  SelTion,  if  the 
Qiieftion  w^ere  to  be  put  again. 

Whatfoever  Her  Majefty  and  the  Britifh 
Parliament  does,  we  ought  to  receive  as  be- 
comes good  Subjed:s.  Her  Majefiy  declared 
when  flie  laid  the  Conditions  upon  which  a 
Peace  might  be  had  before  her  Parliament,  that 
fnt  had  the  Protejlant  Succejfwn  moft  at  Heart  ; 
Siid  we  do  with  Joy  confide  in  the  Solemn 
Declaration  of  Her  MajeJIy,  who  is  a  Princeft 
of  fuch  incomparable  Vertues,  and  of  whofe 
ileacjy  Love  to  Her  People  we  have  had  fuch 
frequent  Inftances.  Nor  is  it  likely  that  a 
Brit/pi  Parliament  will  ruin  their  Country,  and 
bring  in  popery  m  cool  Blood.  What  Private 
Men  may  do  will  not  be  charged  upon  them. 
Bur  I  cannot  vvithput  Concern  and  Indignation 
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obferve  how  very  Modiih  it  is  to  lay  load  up- 
on the  Dutch^  and  how  tamely  Men  fubmit  ro 
fee  them  abufed  in  our  News  Letters  and  Prints 
in  fo  vile  a  manner.  That  the  Dutch  may  have 
fometimes  over-reached  us  in  Trade  may  for 
ought  I  know  be  true :  Tho'  they  have  cleared 
themfelves  of  fo  many  Things  which  have 
been  lay'd  to  their  Charge,  that  perhaps  it 
will  be  mod  advifable  to  fufpend  our  Judg- 
ments till  thofe  Matters  are  put  in  a  clearer 
Light.  But  be  it  fo  .-  In  Trade  they  are  our 
Rivals,  and  we  trull  in  our  Governors  that 
they  will  take  care  of  the  Interefis  of  the  Na- 
tion  in  that  particular,  as  well  as  in  others, 
and  we  are  eafy  upon  that  Head.  But  let  the 
Dutch  have  been  what  they  will  towards  us 
in  point  of  Trade,  in  which  private  Men  as 
well  as  Nations  are  for  engroffing  to  them- 
felves as  much  always  as  they  can,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  States-General  are  at  this  Time 
next  to  us  the  greateft  Support  of  the  Fro- 
teftant  Intereft  in  Europe.  And  I  {hall  not 
be  afraid  to  aflert,  that  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Proteflant  Religion  has  been  under  God 
owing  to  that  Commonwealth.  After  the  Bat- 
tel of  St.  Quintin  when  France  lay  wholly  at 
the  Mercy  of  the  K.  of  Spain^  Philip  the  lid 
preferred  the  Caufe  of  Popery  to  the  Increafe 
of  his  Power  by  ruining  the  K.  c^^  Franc e^  and 
ftruck  up  a  fudden  and  an  unexpected  Peace, 
rhat  he  might  enter  into  ^ffedual  Meafurps 
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with  Henry  the  lid  to  extirpate  the  Northern 
Herefy ;  which  Meafures  would  humanly  fpea- 
king  have  been  fuccefsful  had  not  God  vvon- 
derrully  interpofed.  For  Henry  the  ITd  was 
killed  foon  after,  and  left  Children  who  were 
unable  to  execute  the  Defigns  which  their 
Father  had  laid  ;  and  Philip  by  oppreffing  the 
Low-Countries  contrary  to  their  own  jult  and 
known  Privileges,  which  he  himfelf  had  but  a 
little  before  (blemnly  fworn  to  obferve  at 
Q  what  their  Hiftorims  call  )  the  Joyful  Entry ^ 
forced  them  upon  Meafures  which  at  laft  end- 
ed  in  the  Erection  of  the  Dutch  Commonwealth. 
The  Wars  in  the  Netherlands  which  were  fub- 
fequent  to  thofe  Commotions,  took  up  all  K, 
Phtlifs  Time,  and  wafted  his  Men  and  Trea- 
fure  ;  and  to  the  fteady  and  conftanc  Support 
which  Q-  Elizaheth  gave  that  Infant-State  we 
owe  our  own  Liberties  both  Civil  and  Religi- 
ous. If  the  Dutch  could  not  have  ftood  with- 
out Her,  She  could  as  little  have  flood  with- 
out them.  The  Spanijh  Invafion  would  not 
have  been  the  only  one  in  her  Time,  if  the 
Low-Country  l^^ars  had  not  kept  Philip  the  lid 
Gonftantiy  employed  during  the  whole  Courfe 
of  his  long  Reign,  What  could  Germany  have 
done  then,  if  the  Netherlands  had  been  en- 
tirely reduced.-  Whereas  now  E^^gland  and 
Holland  czn  mutually  fupport  one  another,  and 
lland  by  the  Proteflant  Intere[l  any  where  elfe. 
^lod  for  God's  fake  let  us  look  mto.Germany  a 
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little  ?  Saxony  is  loft,  we  may  fay  irreparably, 
when  the  EledoralTrince  once  abjures  his  Re- 
ligion, which  we  expedl  every  Poft  to  hear 
he  will.  The  TalatineHouje  has  left  us  a  good 
while  ago.  There  are  now  but  Two  Trote- 
flant  Towers  in  Germany  of  any  great  Weight, 
Hanover  and  Brandenhurgh.  Thefe  Conilde- 
rations  render  it  neceflary  for  the  Two  great 
Protefiant  Powers  of  Great-Britain  and  Holland 
(which  are  indeed  very  great  when  well  uni- 
ted} to  keep  together.  God  has  no  where 
promifed  to  work  Miracles  for  his  Church  ; 
and  if  he  had,  yet  there  is  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  he  iliould  work  any  for  thofe  that  forfake 
themfelves.  We  are  told  indeed  that  the 
Dutch  will  for  their  own  fakes  ft  and  by  us  in 
the  Day  of  Danger.  Be  it  fo.  But  then  there 
rnuft  be  mutual  Confidence  as  well  as  mutual 
Tnrereft,  or  elfe  Alliances  will  be  weakly  fup- 
ported,  and  AlTiftances  coldly  given.  And 
how  far  that  Confidence  has  been  broken  with- 
in thefe  laft  1 8  Months,  between  Us  and  Hoi- 
land,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine. 

It  is  not  therefore  either  an  improper,  or  an 
undutiful  Queition  to  ask  ,  if  the  Hotffe  of 
Bourhon  tbould  have  a  Mind  to  bring  in  the 
Pretender  after  the  Peace  is  ratified,  and  K. 
Philip  quietly  pofTefsM  of  Spain  and  the  Wejl- 
Indies^  v/hether  it  will  be  fo  eafy  to  keep  him 
out  as  it  would  have  been,  if  by  our  with- 
drawing from  the  Allies  we   had  not  forced 
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them  to  make  a  precipitate  Peace  ?  Is  it  not 
the  joint  Intereft  of  both  Branches  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourhon  to  bring  him  in  if  they  can  > 
The  Houfe  of  Hmover^  whenever  they  come, 
mud  for  their  own  Security  ftand  by  Holland 
and  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  whofe  Intereft  it 
certainly  is  to  keep*  France  from  rifing  highen 
If  we  would  pafs  a  right  Judgment  upon  this 
Matter,  we  muft  fee  what  the  prefent  Difpo- 
fition  of  the  Nation  appears  to  be.  Do  we 
not  fee  Pamphlets  openly  Pubhflied  among  us, 
to  (liow  that  no  Prince  ought  to  be  debarred, 
of  (what  is  called)  his  Natural  Right  to  go- 
vern^upon  the  Account  of  Diverfity  of  Religion? 
And  does  not  this  Holy  Right  (as  it  is  term- 
ed) appear  every  Day  in  the  Advertijements 
of  cur  moft  celebrated  NewPapers  ^  which 
are  fpread  the  fartheft,  and  the  moft  greedily 
read  ?  What  does  this  tend  to,  but  to  wean 
the  People  by  Degrees  from  their  Fondnefs 
for  the  Protejiant  Succeffton  ?  If  any  Man,  let 
his  Perfonal  Charader  have  othervvife  been 
never  fo  eminent,  and  let  him  have  been  ne- 
ver fo  zealous,  and  adcd  never  fo  fteadily 
lor  the  Tory  Interejf,  ever  fince  the  Revoluti- 
on, but  once  declare  agalnil  a  Peace  with 
France  at  this  Jundlure,  and  upon  thefe  Terms, 
is  he  not  immediately  traduced  in  our  Weekly 
Papers^  in  Laryipoons^  and  in  Pemy  Merriments^ 
and  treated  as  the  vileft  of  Scoundrels,  and  let 
up  as  a  Mark  to  be  iliot  at  by  the  People?  An 
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Apofiate  from  his  old  Principles,  a-  Companion  fir 

T d^  and   a  Memler  of  the  Calves- Head 

Cluh^  is  the  bed  Language  he  mull:  exped  to 
meet  with. 

I  will  not  deny,  but  the  Miniflry  has,  what 
we  are  fure  Her  Majejiy  has  mod  at  Heart, 
which  is  the  Proteflant  Succefion.  Yet  what 
fo  effedual  Courfe  can  be  taken,  to  bring 
People  to  bear  with  what  they  before  abhor- 
red, as  what  we  fee  daily  pradifed  ?  No  Man 
thinks  a  Briti/h  Minijlry  will  attempt  to  alter 
the  Eftablilliment ,  unlefs  they  think  they 
ftiall  be  backed  by  a  Britifh  Tarliament :  And 
w^hat  Parliament  will  venture  at  any  Innova- 
tions againfl:  the  univerfal  Bent  of  the  Peo- 
ple ?  The  People  can  be  no  other  way  lured 
on  fo  fuccefsfully  as  by  a  prefent  Peace,  and 
the  Profpedl  of  future  Plenty.  TheZW-T^x 
bears  very  hard  upon  the  Gentlemen  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  I  do  not  affront  them,  when  I  fay, 
that  great  Numbers  of  them  would  be  very 
well  pleafed  to  fee  French  Wine  as  cheap  as  it 
w^as  Twenty  Five  Years  ago.  The  trading 
Part  of  the  Nation  may  poffibly  be  brought 
by  Degrees  to  think,  that  they  cannot  enjoy 
any  one  Branch  of  their  Trade  fecurely,  fo  , 
long  as  the  Dutch  can  fend  out  a  Fifher-Boat 
upon  the  Ocean  ,  or  a  Merchant-Man  to  the 
Eafl-Indics.  Om  Pamphleteers  do  now  gffiire 
us,  that  the  King  *<f  France  has  been  a  (Iridr 
D  Obfer- 
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Obferver  of  his  Word  all  along  ;  and  the  next 
Thing  which  we  are  to  look  tor ,  is,  that  he 
will  join  in  a  Guarantee  to  fecure  the  Barrier  for 
the  Dutch ,  and  the  Hannover  Succejfion^  againfl: 
himfelf. 

There  is  nothing  can  ruin  us  at  Home  ,  but 
an  implicit  Confidence  in  every  thing  that  is 
called  a  Tory.     The  Bulk  of  the  Tories  of  Eng^ 
land  are  in  their  Hearts  againfl:  the  Vretender ; 
And  they  will  not  eafily  be  brought  to  think , 
that  Men  of  whom  they  have  long  a  good 
Opinion,  can  harbour  any  Defigns  but  what 
appear  above-board  ;  and  it  is  indeed  podible 
there  may  be  no  evil  Defigns  under-hand  car- 
ry'd  on.     The  Tories  are   fond   of  the  Church 
of  England,    of  Monarchy   and  Epifcopacy^    and 
God  blcfs  them  for  fuch  their  Fondnefs.     The 
Whigs  unfortunately  ,  Q  and  perhaps  fome  of 
them  maiicioufly  }  gave  iqto  feveral  Things  , 
whilft  they  were  in  Power ,  which  look'd  ve- 
ry ill  towards  the  Church.     It  is  not  to  be  be-, 
lieved  ,  how  much  the  Clergy  were  exafpera- 
ted  all  over  the  Nation,  by  the  publick  fpread- 
ing  of  that  peftlleot,  and,  in  truth,  heatheniih 
Book,  called  the  Rights  of  the  Church.     The 
Miniilry  fat  by,  and  the  Parliament  for  a  long 
w^hile  took  no  Notice  of  it.     This  inflam'd 
the   Body  of  the  Clergy  ;  And  tho'  the  mofl; 
and  the  befl:   Anfwers  againft  it  w^ere  written 
^  %\\t  Command  of  Whii^ijh  Bijhops^  or  de- 
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dlcated  to  them  ;  yet  fince  the  Civil  t^ower 
did  not  interpofe  in  a  Matter  which  fo  nearly 
concerned  the  Being  of  the  Church,  and  the 
Maintenance  of  its  Clergy,  their  DiiTatisfa- 
d:ion  was  not  leflen'd.     The  Impeachment  of 

Pr.  S— /  afterwards  for  a  Point  of  Do- 

d:rine,  made  .them  lofe  all  Patience.  The 
Rage  which  that  Impeachment  produced  had 
dire  EfFeds.  Men  that  were  really  concerned 
for  their  Reh'gion,  ( and  of  thofe  we  have 
great  Numbers )  beheved  their  common 
Chriftianity  was  at  Stake.  And  when  the 
Children  of  Darknefs  appeared  above-board, 
when  not  only  fuch  little  Scriblers  as  T^       -4 

C- ^ns^  A /,  and  T J;    but  even 

fome  whofe  Birth  and  Quality  gave  them  a 
Hereditary  Place  in  our  Parliament ,  appeared 
In  Print  again 0:  the  Chrifiian  Religion^  in  De- 
fence of  what  they  called  Natural  Liberty,  and 
Free-Thinking,  as  if  his  Quality  gave  any  Man 
a  fuiHcient  Licenfe  to  brave  the  Lord  of  Hods  ; 
and  ali  this  while  the  then  Minifiry  fat  uncon- 
cernedly by  ;  if  this  gave  the  fecret  Enemies 
of  our'Conilitution  Opportunity  to  fet  things 
in  a  Flame  ,  it  is  not  to  be  w^ondred.  And  in 
truth  I  have  often  thought ,  that  the  Fall  of 
that  Miniftry  was  a  juil:  Judgment  of  God 
upon  them  for  their  Remifsnefs,  in  not  giving 
w^hat  Check  they  could  to  the  horrid  Courfe 
of  thofe  vile  zn^  irreligious  Books  which 
D  2  appeared 
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appeared  at  that  Time  ;  and  I  fear  it  is  no 
Breach  of  Charity  to  fay,  that  fome  Leading 
Men  amongft  them,  whilfl:  they  Jaboured  to 
appear  to  be  Englifhmen^  forgot  fometimes  that 
they  were  Chriilians.  But  they  have  fmarted 
for  their  Folly  j  I  hope  they  will  repent  of 
it. 

But  mufl  we  necefTarily  fall  into  Scylla ,  in 
endeavouring  to  avoid  Charyhdis  ? 

CouU  we  not  ^  as  Sir  John  Denham  fays  )    wake 
[from  that  Lethargick  Dream^ 
But  to  le  refllefs  in  a  worfe  Extreme  ? 

France  will  nor,  it  cannot,  unlefs  it  will  abjure 
Fopery^  fupport  the  Church  of  England  ^  or 
F  rot  eft  ant  Epifcopacy.  The  Fretender  xxn^^tt 
any  Difguize,  and  Brttijh  Liherty^  are  incon- 
fiftent  Things.  To  think,  that  if  he  were 
once  fettled  here,  he  would  not  be  influenced 
by  piredions  from  Abroad,  is  downright  In^ 
faiuation.  It  is  aliow'd  that  we  are  net  of 
our  felves  flrong  enough  to  hinder  it ;  w^here 
then  in  fuch  a  Cafe  could  the  Nation  fly  for 
Relief?  Have  we  not  wantonly  cafl:  off  our 
old  Friends,  without  getting  new  >  I  mufl 
here  again  repeat  it,  (  becaufe  what  is  never 
out  of  my  Min;:,  I  would  not  lofe  fight  of 
one  Moment,^  that  I  have  no  defign  to  ac- 
cuie  the  Miniflry.     They  can't  alone  ruin  us 

if 
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if  they  would*     Should  they  pour  in  never  Co 
many   Bodies  of  new  Lords   into  the  Upper 
Houfe ,   ftill  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  in  Po(l 
felTion  of  the  Triennial  A^  ,    and   a  certain  E- 
ftate  in  Land  is  a  neceflary  QuaHfication  to 
enable  any  Man   to  be  a  Member  of   their 
Houfe.     But  the  raifing  new  Troops  of  Peers 
is  an  Expedient  the  fame  Miniftry,  as  long  as 
there  is  any  public  Liberty  left ,    will  hardly 
venture  to  try  above  once.  InHer  MajeflysGood^ 
nefs  therefore,   and  in  a  Britijh  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  we  think  ourfelves  fafe.     And  ,  God  be 
thanked  ,   we  have  thofe  Securities.     For  We 
may  ruin  ourfelves  very  eafily  if  we  pleaie  . 
for  there  is  a  Door  already  open,  which  with- 
out  very  fpeedy  Care  be  taken  ,    may  let  in 
tliofe  Enemies,  whom,  when  once  let  in,  it  will 
not  be  in  our  Power  very  eafily  to  drive  out. 
Our  immediate  Danger  at    prefent    is    from 
Scotland ;    and  how  lew  apprehend  any  Dan- 
ger from   that  Quarter  !  The  Impofition  of 
the  new  Oaths  has  fliewn   what  the  Scottifh 
Nation  would  be  at  ;    and  if  for  no  other  Rea- 
fon  the  Impofition  of  thofe  Oaths  was  necef- 
fary  at  this  time  ,    that  England  may  fee  how 
the  Scottif}:)  Nation  (lands  affeded.     The  Con- 
vulficns  which  have  happened  fince  the  Oaths 
were  tender'd  to  the  Scottifh  Minifters  of  both 
Perfuafions,  deferve  to  be  let  in  a  clear  Light, 
before  us  who  live  on  this  Side  of  the  Tweedy 
before  they  rife  to  too  great  a  Head.   Now 
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the  Cafe  is  this  :  By  an  Afl  pafs'd  this  Sclljori 
( Annce  lo.  cap.  7.)  all  the  Minifiers  of  the 
Eft  alii f}oed  Church  of  Scotland,  as  al(b  all  the 
Minifiers  of  the  Epifcopal  Perfuafion  in  North- 
Britain  (  who  are  tolerated  by  the  faid  A^  to 
hold  Congregations  according  to  the  Liturgy 
of  the  Church  of  England )  were  obliged  to 
take  and  fubfcribe  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Abjuration^  on  or  before  Aug.  i.  1712.  This 
Time  being  found  to  be  too  fhort,  they  had 
by  another  Ad:  pafs'd  the  fame  Seffion  C^Annce 
10.  cap.i%.^  Time  given  them  to  qualify 
themfelves  ,  till  Nov.  1.  ijiz.  During  this 
Interval,  the  General  Affemhly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  mtt  ^  and  made  a  Declaration  which 
they  prefented  to  Her  Majefly.  In  w^hich 
they  fee  forth  ,  that  they  did  not  underfland 
any  Words  or  Syllables  in  that  Oath  ,  to  have 
a  Senie  or  Meaning  contrary  to  their  known 
Principles  and  Church  Government.  When 
the  Time  drew  nigh,  in  which  they  were  to 
qualify  themfelves,  the  Qjiarter-Seffions  met  in 
rnoft  Parts  of  Scotland,  that  the  Minifiers 
who  w^ould  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Adjuration,  according  to  the  Toleration- Acl 
above- mention'd  ,  might  have  an  Opportunity 
fo  to  do.  At  EJinhmgh,  Twenty  Hx  Mini- 
flers  of  the  Presbytery  of  that  Place ,  went 
in  a  Body  to  the/Se.aions ,  preceded  by  Mr. 
Car/lairs,  in  Order  to  qualify  themfelves,  and 
there  lender'd   the   above-faid   Declaration  of 

the 
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the  General  Affemhly.  Some  of  the  Jufffces 
protefled  againft  Receiving  any  fuch  Declara- 
tion ;  others  protefted  againfl;  the  former,  for 
not  Admitting  it.  Thefe  being  out- numbered, 
the  Minifters,  after  having  privately  protefted 
that  they  had  offered  fuch  a  Declaration ,  took 
the  Oaths,  and  fubfcribed  them.  The  fame 
Thing  was  done  in  other  Parts  of  Scotland ; 
and  thofe  that  took  the  Oaths  ,  protefted  ei- 
ther before  or  after  they  took  them,  that  they 
had  tendered  fuch  a  Declaration.  But  in  the 
whole,  it  is  computed,  that  not  above  one  Half 
of  the  Minifters  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church 
have  taken  the  Oaths.  Six  of  the  mod  po- 
pular Minifters  in'  Edinburgh  have  refufed 
them.  Of  the  Epifccpalians  ^  but  Two  have 
comply'd  with  the  A^  throughout  Scotland  : 
One  in  Edinlurgh  ^  who  preaches  to  xX\^  Eng- 
lijh  Congregation  there  ;  and  one  at  Glafgow^ 
who  has  lately  taken  Orders ,  and  open'd  a 
Meeting  in  that  City.  The  Sunday  following 
the  Non-Jurors  of  both  Parties  preached  pub- 
lickly,  and  I  fuppofe  do  fo  ftill.  In  Edinburgh 
it  felf  the  Populace  join  with  the  Non-Jurors^ 
fo  that  their  Churches  are  thronged  ;  whereas 
the  Jurors  are  in  a  good  Meafure  deferted. 
One  Minifter  particularly  beyond  the  Frithj 
that  had  taken  the  Oaths,  went  the  next  Sun- 
day to  preach  as  ufual  in  his  own  Church,  and 
found  the  Doors  Ihut  againft  him  ;  and  he  w^as 

threat- 
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threatned  to  be  ftoned,  if  he  attempted  to  open 
them. 

This  is  the  prefent  State  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.      The  Epifcopalians  diredtly    declare 
themfelves   to  be  Jacohites  ,   and    upon    that 
Score  alone  they  rcfufe  the  Oaths.     That  no 
Man   queftions.     And  Wh'ig  and  Tory  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Tweed ^  are  Names  that  are 
univerfally  underftood    to    denote    Men  that 
are  for    or   againji  the    Pretender.     Care  has 
been  taken  to  infufe  Scruples  into  the  Preshyte- 
rians^  as  if  the  Intention  of  the  Parliament  by 
this  Ad  was  to  deftroy  their  Church  Govern- 
ment by  Degrees,     Weak   Scruples  they  are 
God  knows  !  and  yet  weak  as  they  are,   they 
have  had  Influence  enough  to  prepoflefs  one 
Half  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Eftablifli^d  Church, 
The  Provincial  Synod  fat  lately  ;  and  the  Non- 
Jurors  gave  in  a  Declaration  to  the  Synods   fet- 
ting  forth  that  they  had  no  other  Objedion 
againft  the  Oaths  ,  than  that  they  underftood 
themfelves  to  be  thereby  bound  to  fupport  the 
Hierarchy  of  the  Church  of  England  contrary 
to  their  known  Principles.     The  Jurors  gave 
in  another  Declaration  ,   declaring  that  they 
did  not  take  them  in  that  Senfe.     This  flielters 
the  Jacobites:  And  upon  this  Account,  they 
have  induftrioufly  fomented  thefe  Scruples  a- 
mong  the  Preshyterians. 

Is 
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Is  not  here  now  a  fair  Field  in  which   the 
Friends  of  the  Pretender  mzy  exert  then[)felves, 
whilfl:  Things  are  in   this  Confuficn  ?    The 
Mohility  and  Gentry^  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  but 
too  much  difgufted,  upon  the  account  of  their 
being  (as  they  think)  (hut  out  by  the  Union 
of  their  Birthright,  by  which  they  had  for  fo 
many  Ages  by- gone   fo  great  a  Share  in  the 
Legiflature.     This    operates  too    much  even 
upon  the  Preshyterians  themfelves  :  Tho'  could 
they  carry  their  Refentments  againft  England^ 
againfl  which  they  are  chiefly  enraged  upon 
the  Account  of  the   Union,  fo   far  as  to  join 
with  the  Pretender^  they  would  have  reafon  to 
exped  nothing  better  than  Ulj(fess  Fate,  to 
whom  Polyphemus  in  the  Poet  prom i fed   as  a 
Reward  for  making  him  Drunk,  that  he  fhould 
be  eaten  up  laft, 

Bq  this  as  it  will  :  Here  is  a  great  Body  of 
Men,  and  thofe  at  a  great  diflanoe-  from  Lon'- 
don^  and  not  very  ricli.  and  confequently  more 
liable  to  Temptation,  difgufted.  It  will  be-- 
hove  a  Britijh  Parliament  to  find  a  Remedy  for 
thefe  Evils  alToon  as  pofllble.  It  v/ill  be  equal- 
ly their  Intereft  to  quiet  People  at  home. 
The  Church  has  been  already  made  cafy  with 
relation  to  the  Dijfenters  by  the  palling  of  the 
OccafionaUBill^  which  pall  lad  Seilions  with- 
out Oppofition.  The  Whigs  by  giving  readily 
into  it  Ihow'd  themfelves  not  to  be  Enemies  of 
our  Church,  or  if  they  were  {o  before,  they 

E  hereby  , 
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hereby  made  a  fJgnal  Atonement.  When  the 
Dutch  fee  that  we  are  heartily  in  the  Intereft  of 
the  Froteftant  ^uccejfion^  we  may.  be  fare  they  will 
be  heartily  our  Friends^efpecialJy  fince  their  5^r- 
rter  is  (b  well  fecured.  Whatfoever  private  Men 
may  fometimes  do.  Nations  never  keen  alive 
their  Refentments,  when  once  the  Caufes  of  the 
Difguft,  real  or  imaghiary,  are  removed.  All 
the  Tories^  who  are  not  Jacohites^  will  readily 
joyn  with  all  that  approve  themfelves  to  be 
Friends  to  Monarchy  and  Epifcopacy^  in  order 
to  fecure  the  Nation  againft  Popery.  That 
ue  are  fpent  by  this  long  and  expenfive  War 
is  unqueftionable.  The  Jacohites  and  Tapifis 
have  not  Strength  to  make  any  confiderable 
Oppofition,  when  once  Steps  are  taken  to  fe- 
cure thefe  main  Points.  What  the  Houfe  of 
Bourhon  will  or  will  not  do,  as  it  mufi:  be  left 
to  Time,  fo  Men  will  chearfully  fubmit  it  in- 
to the  Hands  of  the  great  Governor  of  the 
World.  In  fhort,  it  is  in  the  Power  of  the 
Briiijh  Parliament,  humanly  (peaking,  to  fe- 
cure us  from  thofe  Evils,  of  which  very  ma- 
ny among  us  are  as  they  think  juftly  afraid. 
They  are  Britains^  they  are  ProteJlantSy  they 
have  abjured  the  Pretencfer,  they  have  great 
Eflates  of  their  own,  and  thjey  have  a  Pofte- 
rlty  which  are  jufily  dear  to  them.  They 
may  be  fufe  Her  Majejly  will  gladly  hearken 
to  any  Advices  which  they  fliall  give  Her  for 
the  Nation  s  Good  ;  and  they  are  called  toge- 
ther 
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ther  to  give  Her  fuch' Advice.  The  Mimjlry 
likewife  will  for  their  own  Sakes  be  ready  to 
promote  what  the  Parliament  fteadily  adheres 
to,  as  knowing  that  whilfl;  they  purfue  what 
is  the  real  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  they  take 
the  likeliefl:  Courfe  poffible  to  continue  to 
themfelves  that  great  Power  which  they  have 
already  got. 


Jan.  ly  I7i|. 
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